Williamson’s Sapsucker (WISA) Action Plan

Meeting #1.  Wed. May 23, 2007

Kelowna, BC

Summary of Meeting/Minutes
Present:
MoE – Stewart Guy, Grant Furness, Lisa Tedesco, Ted Antifeau

MoF – Ted McRae, Walt Klenner

BCTS – Dave Gill

Environment Canada CWS – Kevin Fort

Industry – Pat Salm (Weyerhaeuser), Jim Graham (P&T), Harold Waters (Tolko), Kari Stuart-Smith (Tembec)

COFI – Archie Macdonald

Consulting Technical – Les Gyug, Todd Manning (also in role as Action Plan Team secretariat)

Regrets:

John Surgenor (MoE), Dennis Hamilton (consulting), Kathy Martin (UBC)
Following is a summary of the discussions and action items stemming from the meeting.

· The purpose of the WISA Action Plan (AP) was discussed in relation to the nearly completed WISA Recovery Strategy (RS). In general, the purpose of the AP is to provide recommended approaches which can be used to meet the priorities for recovery and address the threats to recovery as described in the RS. More specifically, the AP will identify specific planning actions, management practices and tools, and performance targets and measures which can be implemented by stakeholders in order to implement these priorities and approaches.
· It was agreed that the AP would be used to identify “critical habitat” for conservation of WISA populations. This will include defining the attributes of such habitat, especially suitable breeding habitat.
· Identify outstanding/needed research questions. These include (but are not limited to): i) breeding territory size; ii) ecological inter-relationships between WISA and carpenter ants. Submissions for funding these or other research priorities could be submitted to the FIA Forest Science Program in fall 2007.
· The need for a socioeconomic analysis concerning the potential impact of the actions associated with WISA recovery was discussed. It was agreed that a subgroup of the Action Planning Team, along with some external input, would be required to conduct this analysis. This topic can be discussed again at the next AP meeting.

· An update on WISA inventory scheduled for summer 2007 was provided by Les Gyug. Call playback surveys, nest searches and habitat assessments are being conducted in the E. Kootenay, Okanagan-Boundary, Merritt-Princeton, and Lillooet-Cache Creek-Logan Lake areas.
· Next AP Team meeting:  tentative date mid October, Kelowna, BC. Date to be confirmed.
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